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5-14 Aug Royal Qld Show – Ekka **

27 Aug Guild Management Committee 
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categories:  www.ekka.com.au 

2016 DATES OF INTEREST

  

  

 

The Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland Inc. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday, 17 September 2016 at 1.30 pm 

Agenda 

 Welcome visitors 

 Present and apologies 

 Confirmation of minutes of Annual General Meeting held 

Saturday, 19 September 2015 

 Business from the minutes 

 Reports 

A. President 

B. Treasurer 

C. Insurance cover 

D. Membership Registrar 

E. Class Registrar 

F. Young Creative Embroiderers’ Group 

G. Library 

H. Collection curators 

I. Building Subcommittee 

 Presentation of 10, 20, 30 and 40 year badges 

 Presentation of The Embroiderer of the Year 

 Election of new committee 

 Appointment of auditors for the forthcoming year 

 General business 

 Date of the Half-yearly General Meeting 2017 

 Meeting closure 

 Guest speaker: to be advised 

 

** Non-financial members are not eligible to vote on any 

matters. 

 

5-14 Aug Royal Qld Show – Ekka **

27 Aug Guild Management Committee 

(GMC) Meeting

27 Aug Welcome to new members

17 Sep EGQ Annual General Meeting

5-9 Oct Brisbane Craft and Quilt Fair,

Convention Centre

15 Oct GMC Meeting

19 Nov GMC Meeting

27 Nov EGQ Christmas Craft Fair

17 Dec GMC Meeting

LAST GUILD DAY for 2016

**  For information on competition 

categories:  www.ekka.com.au 

2016 DATES OF INTEREST

http://www.embroiderersguildqld.org.au/


2 
 

 
 
  

GUILD COMMITTEE MEMBERS for 2015 – 2016 
 

President 
 Deborah Love 0411 222 233 debflove@hotmail.com 

Vice-President 
 Hilary Crawfoot 0427 726 836 hc@rq.com.au 

Secretary 
 Nicole Detering 0416 184 839 
  secretary@embroiderersquildqld.org.au 
Treasurer 
 Paula Pugh 3901 5707 paula@two.com.au 

Committee 
 Denise Collins 0438 760 793 
 Carolyn Foley 0409 496 055 carorose2@me.com 
 Jill Gillespie 0417 730 080 rossgill@ozemail.com.au 
 Matthea Paulus 3857 4095 mcmpaulus@hotmail.com 
 Vanda Waller 0419 789 987 vandawaller@me.com 

 
Other office-bearers 
 

Blue Card Co-ordinator 
 Louise Cumming 3397 6643 
Building and Maintenance 
 Deborah Love 0411 222 233 
 Rhonda Searle rhonda.searle@bigpond.com 
Challenge Convenor 
 TBA 
Class Registrar 
 Hilary Crawfoot 0427 726 836 
Collection Curator 
 Margaret Young 3161 4250 
Craft Fair Organiser 
 Mary Evangelista camilloe@tpg.com.au 
Gift Shop Convenor 
 Anna Walters 0433 945 195 
Librarian 
 Janice Cook 0404 943 944 
Membership Registrar 
 Annette Parke 3368 3087 
Minutes Secretary 
 Nicole Detering 0416 184 839 
Newsletter Team 
 Deborah Love 0411 222 233 
 Lee Mason 0412 134 882 
 Annette Parke 3368 3087 
 Maggy Saldais 0421 645 581 
Purchasing and Provisions Convenor 
 Cassandra Karkkainen 0427 427 806 
Raffle Convenor 
 Kay Lambley 3209 4203 
Saturday Young Creative Embroiderers’  
 Group Convenor 
 Carolyn Foley 0409 496 055 
Second Hand Rose Convenor 
 Matthea Paulus 3857 4095 
Website Co-ordinators 
 Deborah Love 0411 222 233  
 Annette Parke 3368 3087 
Young Creative Embroiderers’ Group  
 Hilary Crawfoot 0427 726 836 
 Carolyn Foley 0409 496 055 

 

GUILD MEETINGS 
 
At 149 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley 
 
TUESDAY: 10.00 am – 2.30 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY: 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 
 

THURSDAY: 9.00 am – 12.00 noon 
 

SATURDAY: 1.00 pm – 4.00 pm 

  
Other day and night groups 
 
NORTHSIDE DAY 

3rd Saturday of the month at 1.00 pm 
Chermside Library (temporary),  
960 Gympie Road, Chermside 

Phone:  Jane Holloway  0421 543 208 
 
NORTHSIDE NIGHT 

2nd Monday of the month at 6.00 pm 
Chermside Library (temporary), 
960 Gympie Road, Chermside 

Phone:  Jane Holloway  0421 543 208 
 
NORTHWEST 

4th Tuesday of the month at 7.00 pm 

Phone:  Annette Parke  3368 3087 
 
SOUTHSIDE 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 1.30 pm 
Logan North Library,  
Sports Drive, Underwood 

Phone:  Louise Cumming 3397 6643  
 or 0408 786 506 
TWEED VALLEY 

(Finish 2nd Tuesday in December) 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 
9.30 am – 1.00 pm (NSW time) 
The Community Room,  
Tweed City Shopping Centre  
(in the corridor left of Woolworths)  

Phone:  Daphne Walls   02 6672 3133  
Email:  daphne@noelwallscabinets.com.au 
 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To promote, preserve and encourage all 
aspects of embroidery by providing a venue 
for embroiderers to meet, classes to be held 
and heirloom pieces to be collected. 
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President’s report 
 

After the last few hectic months with the Exhibition, it feels wonderful to have time to stitch, catch up with other 
members and finish some needlework projects. 
 
I hope you enjoy our new series of articles about the past presidents of the Guild.  The ‘Presidents’ Book’ was 
collated by Jenny and Colin Jorgensen a number of years ago. We felt it would be timely to start reproducing 
excerpts from it as a lead-up to 2018—our 50th anniversary. 
 
This month we will be demonstrating daily during the RNA show days, our Art Union will be drawn, classes will be 
proceeding, and our new 2016–2017 Guild year will start. 
 
Preparations are underway for our AGM in September. Please consider nominating a member for The 
Embroiderer of the Year award. This very special award recognises a valued member who contributes to the Guild 
in various ways. The nomination form is in this newsletter and is also on the Guild notice board. 
 
Some of the Guild Management Committee’s tenures are now finished, and so there will be some changes to the 
Committee at the AGM.  I would encourage you to become a Committee member and help us to continue to 
move the Guild forward. Your contribution would be welcomed. 
 
The July Children’s Holiday classes were a great success, with many members contributing. These classes are such 
fun for the students. They are also satisfying for those members who assist, and a good way to promote 
embroidery at our Guild. 
  
Keep warm—winter is not over yet! And happy stitching. 
 
Deborah Love 
President 

 
The Embroiderer of the Year Award 

The Embroiderer of the Year Award was instigated at the behest of the Radcliffe family as a Memorial to their 

mother, Nora Carr, a dedicated member of the Guild. 

It is a prestigious award to be considered seriously and thoughtfully. Any member who has not previously won this 

award and who, in your view, meets the requirements on the form is eligible for consideration.  

On the nomination form on page 6, place a grading from 1 to 5, where indicated, with a brief statement 
of why you chose this member. 
 
Joan Selnes offered the following hints to assist with your choice: 

Notice those working good, imaginative embroidery. Take note of those who roster to help at classes, craft 

fairs, exhibitions and other outside functions, etc.; those who man the door, convene different days and 

functions, empty bins, distribute newsletters, care for the appearance of the rooms, make articles for the 

sales table, convene the sales table, organise the ‘Second Hand Rose’ (junk to some, but invaluable both as 

treasures for others and as money for the Collection); those who take their turn on committees and help at 

the Children’s Classes. The list could go on and on – the time to start thinking is NOW. The Guild is a hive of 

activity – let us be alert to work being done, sometimes silently and unseen. May we appreciate our fellow 

members. One way is for each of us to vote for a suitable candidate for The Embroiderer of the Year. 

The Embroiderer of the Year Judging Panel 
July 2016 
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As we approach the 50th anniversary of the Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland 

in 2018, we will present a series of articles about the life and work of the 

Guild’s past presidents.  This month’s article features Mabel McAlister, OAM, 

President from 1968 to 1970. 
 

Mabel was born in New Zealand in 1905, lived in Malaya for 

a short time, and came to Queensland when she was five 

years old.  After the death of her father when she was 

fourteen, she won a scholarship to Brisbane Girls’ Grammar 

School.  She studied piano and became a student teacher, 

and at the age of fifteen became a foundation member of 

the Music Teachers Association of Queensland. 

 

Mabel’s musical qualifications were impressive.  She gave several recitals at the 

Albert Hall: she played oboe and violin, as well as the piano.  Her grand piano, 

which she bequeathed to the Guild, stands in the rooms today.  The Mabel 

McAlister Biennial Music Competition for young musicians was inaugurated in 1994. 

 

Another of Mabel’s loves was cats.  She became a member of the Cat Protection Society, and this love of cats is 

evident in her embroidery.  Much of her work features cats.  She produced a series of cat embroideries, each one 

using a different technique, such as Satin Stitch, Black Work, Cut Work, Pulled Thread, Lazy Daisy, Swedish Darning, 

Appliqué, Assisi, Cross Stitch, Canvas Work and several others. 

 

Mabel was Founding President of the Guild.  She and Joan Selnes 

always gave each other credit for being the Guild’s founder.  Both 

ladies were members of the New South Wales Guild, and were meeting 

with a small group in private homes.  In 1968, The Embroiderers’ Guild 

was officially formed.  Mabel gave talks, demonstrated embroidery at 

functions and schools, maintained the archives, and participated in all 

Guild activities.  She was awarded life membership in 1976. 

 

Mabel attended Embroidery Guild classes in London.  In 1973, she and 

her lifelong friend Esmé Duncan, who was to become a later Guild 

President, travelled to Mexico.  She found inspiration from all sorts of 

places: nature, cities, her travels, chocolate boxes and ceramics.  She 

was a very innovative embroiderer, often choosing to embroider 

patterned fabric, using furnishing materials, spotted linen, woven 

checks and geometric fabrics. 

 

She won over thirty R.N.A. prizes for her embroidery from 1967 to 1991.  She, Joan Selnes and Janet McCulloch were 

chosen to stitch Canvas Work kneelers for Westminster Abbey. 

 

Mabel died in July 1993.  Joan Selnes wrote of her that ‘Mabel was a 

true embroiderer – interested in all forms of needlework and trying 

most.  She had a lively sense of colour – to count the number used in 

some pieces would have been an achievement.  The collection of 

cat embroideries was well known, it covered many embroidery 

techniques with individuality and often humour.  Over the years, 

Mabel was a tireless worker for the Guild – Foundation President, 

then Secretary.  She supported every Guild activity – one year she 

gave herself the challenge to work a hundred boutique items.  She 

gave generously to the Collection: her own embroideries, and ones 

bought overseas; and she donated books to the library.  Many other 

activities she quietly and efficiently carried out.  Mabel was very 

private, independent and gracious, and had a wonderful sense of 

humour.  She was still telling cat jokes the last time I drove her to the 

Guild – less than three weeks before she died.  At eighty-seven, 

almost eighty-eight years of age, Mabel was an inspiration – and will 

continue to be one through her embroideries.’ 

 

The Guild applied for Mabel to receive official recognition for her work, and on Australia Day 1993 she was awarded 

he Order of Australia Medal for services to the community. 

 

Joan Selnes and Joyce West compiled a book ‘The Life and Embroidery of Mabel McAlister’, which was published in 

1999. 

Extracts from newsletters of the day and ‘The Life and Embroidery of Mabel McAlister’ by Joan Selnes and Joyce West  
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Our Guild’s Collection 
 

Our Guild holds a wonderful Collection of textiles and associated tools and books.  
 

A group interested in the content and care of this Collection meets in the Guild rooms on the first Tuesday 

of every month, from 10 am to 2.30 pm. Any other members wishing to contribute to this rewarding effort 

would be warmly welcomed. Please contact Margaret Young. 

 

New additions: Punto Antico, Sicilian Cutwork and Reticello 

 

 

We are delighted to advise that our Collection has some new additions, kindly donated by Christine 

Bishop during her recent visit to Brisbane. Christine is downsizing her place of residence, and has been 

looking for a ‘new home’ for some of the pieces she has collected during her many travels overseas.  

 

Christine has long been interested in our Collection, and she and I have spent many happy hours 

together poring over it. We are very grateful to Christine for her generosity, and for her thoughtfulness in 

choosing to donate pieces that filled some of the gaps in our Collection. 

 

Christine’s donations (currently on display in the Guild rooms) feature three embroidery styles: Punto 

Antico, Sicilian Cutwork and Reticello. (The latter style of embroidery is found mainly in Greece; its 3-knot 

picot is a type of picot usually only worked in Reticello by Greek women.) The Sicilian Cutwork is possibly 

dated as 16th century; the other pieces on display are dated late 1800s or early 1900s.  

Margaret Young 

Collection Curator 

  

New members A warm welcome is extended to: 
 

Mrs Gaylene Callander, North Ipswich Mrs Joanne Wainwright-Smith, Bellbowrie 
Ms Cheryl Crawford, Arana Hills Ms Carolanne Walker, Caboolture 
Mrs Mary Holmes, Banyo Mrs Heather Watt, Warwick 
Mrs Jan Pearce, Boondall  
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The Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland Inc. 
 

The Embroiderer of the Year Award 2016 
 

 
I ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
wish to nominate ………………………………………………………………………….. for the Embroiderer of the Year Award.  
 
A member who has already received this Award cannot be nominated. 
 
Mark in the box a score from 1 – 5 (1 being low and 5 being high) for your nominee.  This is to assist the Panel 
with its separate deliberation.  It will remain confidential. 

 
 
Competent embroiderer – willing to learn new techniques and demonstrates 
improvement in ability. 
 
Preservation of Guild values (as per the Mission Statement) – upholds both the 
welfare and purpose of the Guild. 
 
Readiness to promote the Guild to the wider community – demonstrations, craft 
fairs, children’s classes, etc. 
 

Willingness to greet and make welcome new members, guests and visitors. 
 
 
Interest in the overall operation of the Guild and its day-to-day running. 
 
 
Willingness to volunteer 

 
 
This Nominee deserves this Award because: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………. Date ………………………. 
 
Closing date is 9 September 2016 
  
All nominations to be sent in a separate envelope to: 

The Chairperson 
Judges Panel of ‘The Embroiderer of the Year Award’ 
PO Box 150 
FORTITUDE VALLEY   QLD    4006  
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The Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland Inc. 
 

 

 

 General Management Committee Nomination Form 

 

OFFICE BEARERS TO BE ELECTED 

AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

on 17 September 2016 at 1.30 pm 

to be held at 

149 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley, QLD 4006 

 

Nominee: …………………………………………….…………………………. 

 

Position: …………………………………………….…………………………. 

 

Proposed: 

Signed: …………………………………….………………… Date:   ……………..…. 

 

Seconded: 

Signed: …………………………………….………………… Date:   ……………..…. 

 

 

I    ………………………………………………………………………… 

Accept the position of: ………………………………………….………….. 

Signed: …………………………………….…………………. Date:   ……………..…. 

 

 

 

Closing date for the nominations is 17 August 2016 
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Membership news 
 
The Membership Renewal Form for 2016–2017 is included in this month’s newsletter.  The Guild’s membership 

year covers 1 August 2016 to 31 July 2017.  The form can also be found on the Guild’s website in the Membership 

Section.   

 

Increases in membership fees and attendance fees, and changes to membership categories, were approved by 

members earlier in the year and notified in the April 2016 newsletter.  They include: 

 

Increase in membership fees of $5  
 

Increase in Guild attendance fee 

Daily — from $4 to $5 

Pre-paid daily attendance (optional) — $100 half-yearly or $200 yearly  
 

Changes to membership categories and criteria 

City member: residing up to and including 40 km from Brisbane GPO  

Country/Interstate member: residing beyond 40 km of Brisbane GPO  

Junior (Jr) member: 6–18 years of age  

Student (St) member: full-time, 19–21 years of age (student is a new category) 

Family membership: one adult and up to 2 Jr/St living at the same address 

 

Paying membership fees 

EFT payments: If the Guild’s bank account no. is stored in your computer, please check that the transfer is made 

to the Membership Account, and NOT the Class Account, as this may otherwise cause some delay in processing 

your membership payment: 

 Bank: Suncorp BSB 484 799 Membership account number: 601409050 

Paying by cheque: Please make your cheque payable to The Embroiderers’ Guild, Qld Inc.  The inclusion of 

‘Inc.’ is important, as our bank has, at times, refused to accept cheques that are presented without this written on 

the cheque. 

  

Fees are due by 1 August and only financial members will be eligible to vote at the AGM on Saturday, 

17 September 2016.  The August newsletter will be the last newsletter posted to non-financial members. 

 

Year badges are awarded for 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 years of continuous membership.  The new system of 

awarding badges twice a year has been successful and letters will be sent to members who are eligible to receive 
their year badge at the AGM in September.  
 

For further information on any of the above matters, please contact me on 3368 3087 or at 

membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au   

 

Thank you and happy stitching!  

Annette Parke 

Membership Registrar 

 

  NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 
 

Articles and news items from members are always welcome for inclusion in the newsletter.  Please forward your article by 
the 10

th
 day of the month*, together with your name and contact information, by one of the following methods: 

. typed hard copy or USB in the NEWSLETTER tray on the desk in the Guild Library, or  

. email:  info@embroiderersguildqld.org.au** 

* Note change of deadline — previously the 12
th 

** Note change of contact email until further notice 
 
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER OPTION — to receive an electronic copy of the newsletter, please send an email to: 

membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au 

 

mailto:membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au
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CLASS LIST FOR 2016 

DATE and 
 DAY 

TUTOR 
PROJECT and CLASS 

CODE 

CLASS COST 
KIT 

COST 
(payable 
direct to 

tutor) 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Member 
Non-

member 

6/8/16 
Saturday 

Carolyn Foley 
Machine Finishing 
 

(16CF/Mach) 
$60 $80 TBA 

Do you love to embroider but need to learn 
the art of making up your beautiful pieces?  
Carolyn’s machine finishing will provide 
direction on such things as fitting zippers to 
bags and making up cushions. 

20/8/16 
Saturday 

Paula Pugh 

Ribbon Embroidery  
‘Wild bees in the 
wattle’ 
 

(16PP/RibD) 

$60 $80 $30 

Ribbon embroidery that can be used and 
washed.  A very Australian design for use 
on a garment, a household item or just 
lovely to frame. 

3/9/16 
Saturday 

Carolyn Foley 

Exploring More 
Stitches 
 

(16 Exp Stitch) 

$60 $80 TBA Information available shortly. 

23/10/16 
Sunday 

Deborah Love 
Deerfield Sachet 
 

(16DL/Deer) 
$60 $80 $35 

Dainty white linen sachet, finished with a 
decorative edge and featuring small 
flowers in delicate shades of blue. Suitable 
for all levels of stitching skill. 

6/11/16 
Sunday 

Deborah Love 
 

Hems and 
Hemstitching 

(16EES-Hemstitch) 

$60 $80 $12 
Learn how to perfect wide and narrow 
mitred hems and a variety of hemstitches 
to complete an embroidery with charm. 

as at July 2016 and may be subject to change 

CLASS ENQUIRIES:  classes@embroiderersguildqld.org.au  or phone 07 3252 8629 

 

 

Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent official views 
or policies of the Guild.  All care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
material in this newsletter.   

However, the Guild will bear no responsibility for any loss or damage by any 
person who either does, or omits to do, anything in reliance on the information 
presented in this newsletter. 

This newsletter is not to be reproduced in part or in full without the express 
written permission from The Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland Inc. 

Reproduction of quoted material 

Sometimes material written or created by others is suggested for inclusion in our newsletter.  These suggestions 
are greatly appreciated; please do keep them coming!  Be aware, though, that such reproduction may have 
copyright implications.  So, if suggesting use of such material, it would be greatly appreciated if you could also 
supply written evidence of permission to use, where this applies. 

Please ring Maggy Saldais (0421 645 581) if you need guidance on (a) whether or not permission is needed and (b) 
how to secure this if it is required.  

 

mailto:classes@embroiderersguildqld.org.au


 
 

The Embroiderers’ Guild, Queensland Inc.  
 

Membership Renewal 2016/2017 Guild Year 
 
Surname:  …………………………………..   Given Name: …………..…………………     M’ship No. ………. 

(please print) 

Mrs     Miss     Ms     Mr     Other ……….    Email:  …………………………..…………………………….………  
                                                                                                  (please write clearly) 

Address: …………………………………………………..………….………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………..    Post Code:  ………………… 
 
Home ph.: (     ) ……………………   Work ph.: (    ) ……………………  Mobile: ………………..………….… 

Newsletter:  □ Email to above email address □ Held in Guild Rooms for collection         □ Mail to above address 

Guild Social News: (allows access to regular emailed updates)       □ Yes        □  No  

Receipt for membership: □ Mail to above address (include SAE)                □ Held in Guild .Rooms for collection 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES - fees are due by 31

st
 July of each year and are inclusive of GST.  

$70 City Member (residing up to and including 40 km from Brisbane GPO) 
$55 Country/Interstate Member (residing beyond 40 km of Brisbane GPO)  
$45 Junior (Jr) Member (6 – 18 years) 
$50  Student (St) Member (full-time, 19 – 21 years)  
$80 Family Membership (1 adult and up to 2 Jr/St living at the same address) ………. 

 
 Names:  …………………………………………………………………….………….. 
$40 Newsletter only  
 
 
Pre-paid daily attendance optional (normal rate $5 per day) 

$100 Half-yearly 1/8/2016 – 31/1/2017  or  1/2/2017 – 31/7/2017 (please circle) ………. 
$200 Yearly 1/8/2016 – 31/7/2017 
 
 
$ Donation voluntary ………. 

Please nominate specific purpose  ...............…………………........…………………… 

 

 Total  

 
PAYMENT OPTIONS - Receipt and membership card will be available for collection in the Guild Rooms unless a 

stamped addressed envelope is included. 

 

□  Mail Send completed membership form with your cheque/money order made payable to:  ‘The 
Embroiderers’ Guild Queensland Inc.’, to Membership Registrar, The Embroiderers’ Guild 
Queensland, PO Box 150, FORTITUDE VALLEY, Qld 4006  

□  Guild Rooms Place completed membership form with payment in a clearly marked, sealed envelope in the 
Membership Box in the Guild Library or give it to the Day Convenor. 

□ Bank Transfer 

 
Please check that 
the 3 steps are 
followed to ensure 
efficient transfer. 

1. Account Name:  Membership, Embroiderers’ Guild Queensland Inc. 
Bank: Suncorp BSB 484 799 Account Number: 601409050 
Transfer Entry/Account Description: Include your name (important for tracking) 
EFT Receipt/Reference Number: Make a note of this number 

2. Send an email including your name, date and EFT Receipt/Reference Number to: 
membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au   

3. Send completed membership form to Membership Registrar, The Embroiderers’ Guild 
Queensland, PO Box 150, FORTITUDE VALLEY, Qld 4006   OR    
place in a clearly marked, sealed envelope in the Membership Box in the Guild Library  OR  

scan and email to membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au. 

 
N.B.  The above details are protected in accordance with the Commonwealth Privacy Acts and Amendments, 1988, 2001, 2012.  

$ 

  

mailto:membership@embroiderersguildqld.org.au

